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European Network on 
Independent Living - ENIL

- Network, cross-disability for Independent Living
- Grassroots organisation
- Values: Self-determination, Self-representation, De-

institutionalisation, Choice and Control
- Access to society - social services, personal 

assistance, barrier-free environment, housing 
options, technical aids, inclusive education, 
freedom of movement 

- Organisational and individual members in Europe 
and beyond 



Models of Disability

Moral Model

Charity Model

Medical Model

Social Model 

Human Rights Model 



Models of Disability: Moral model

Punishment from God - Curse

Evil spirits (possessed)

Witchcraft

Bad Karma (did something evil in the past)



Charity Model
Normality

Pity - shame and guilt

Charity

PWD have no say in their life;

Civic and moral obligations – help disabled people;

Disability is a personal tragedy.



Medical Model
•Disability is a consequence of sickness/ injury

•Intervention/correction must be done

•Decisions made by health professionals

•The focus is care and cure

PWD must be fixed they have to be normal. 
Focus if disability is on the individual. 
Institutions are the solution.



Social model of disability – Paradigm shift

Disability is a consequence of the environment

-Society and environments must change

-Awareness raising is needed

- Support is controlled by PWDs

Disability is an issue for society rather than that of the 
individual.

CBR led and controlled by PWDs is the solution.



Rights model of disability
•Disability is a natural part of human diversity that must 
be respected and supported in all its forms

•People with disability have the same rights as everyone
else in society

•Impairment must not be used as an excuse to deny or 
restrict people’s rights

Universal design is the tool to 
make this possible.



Individual model – social model
(based on Oliver 2009)

Individual model Social model
disability is a personal tragedy disability is social oppression
disability is an individual problem disability is a social problem
disability is addressed through individual 
treatment

disability is addressed through social 
action

support is controlled by medical experts support is controlled by disabled people
professional dominance individual and collective action
expertise is key experience is key
the focus is on care and cure the focus is on rights and emancipation



Important events leading to the CRPD 

1976 decision International Year of the Disabled 
Persons

1960 Anti-handicap
1980 Social model UK
1980 ICF – International Classification of Impairment
Internaitonal Year of the Disabled 
1983 – 1992 UN decade of persons with disability
1993 GA adopts Standard Rules



22 Rules = Standard Rules

Summary of World Program of Action
Human rights for PWD
Equalization of Opportunity
Appointment of Special Rapporteur
Awareness raising
Monitoring and implementation 
Terminology – Disability and Handicap, 
Impairment with the ICF
Prevention, rehabilitation, 



CRPD on the agenda

1. For and against
2. Mexico pushed
3. FN adhoc committee 2001
4. World DPOs around the table
5. Independent Living with Judy Heuman,

Adolf Ratzka and others at the table
6. Independent Living is a liberal project
7. Independent Living and Article 19



Article 19 of UN-CRPD:
Living independently and being included in the 

community
States Parties to the present Convention recognize the equal 
right of all persons with disabilities to live in the community, 
with choices equal to others, and shall take effective and 
appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment by persons 
with disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and 
participation in the community, including by ensuring that:

• a) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose 
their place of residence and where and with whom they live 
on an equal basis with others and are not obliged to live in a 
particular living arrangement;

• b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-home, 
residential and other community support services, including 
personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion 
in the community, and to prevent isolation or segregation 
from the community;

• c) Community services and facilities for the general population 
are available on an equal basis to persons with disabilities and 
are responsive to their needs.



General Comment no5 on living 
independently and being included in 

the community 
-Definitions of:
• Independent Living 
• Being included in the community
• Independent Living arrangements 
• Personal Assistance  

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodye
xternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD/C/GC/5&L
ang=en

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx%3Fsymbolno=CRPD/C/GC/5&Lang=en


The right approach 

The example of Stephen Hawking. In the 
right environment, services, approach and 
support he was a world famous scientist. 
In the wrong one, he could be in an 
institution considered “finished”.



Thank you!

Jamie Bolling 

Jamie.bolling@independentliving.org

www.enil.eu

www.independentliving.org
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