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European Network on

Independent Living - ENIL

- Network, cross-disability for Independent Living

- Grassroots organisation

- Values: Self-determination, Self-representation, De-

institutionalisation, Choice and Control

- Access to society - social services, personal

assistance, barrier-free environment, housing

options, technical aids, inclusive education,

freedom of movement

- Organisational and individual members in Europe

and beyond



ENIL key campaigns and

activities

- Freedom Drive

- European Independent Living Day – 5th May

- Work on deinstitutionalisation and personal

assistance

- Members meetings

- European Solidarity

Corps

- Research

- Projects



What is Independent

Living?

Dr. Adolf Ratzka: Definition of Independent Living

“Independent Living is having

same range of options and same

degree of self-determination

that people without a disability

take for granted.”



Medical vs Social model



Independent Living in Europe

1972

Centre for Independent

Living (CIL) in Berkeley,

California

1989

Establishment of the

European Network on

Independent Living

(ENIL) in Strasbourg

2003

The first Freedom Drive

2006

The Convention on the

Rights of Persons with

Disabilities (CRPD)

2014

Establishment of the

European Independent

Living Day – 5th May

2017

Establishment of the

World Network of

Centers of

Independent Living

(WIN) in Washington

DC


