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Who am I?

• Co-chair at European Network on Independent

Living

• Director at Independent Living Institute

• Chair of MyRight – Swedish organization for

International Development and Disability

• Board member UNICEF Sweden



Independent Living Institute

• Foundation

• Stockholm

• Founder Adolf Ratzka

• Projects for Independent Living

• Using the law as a tool – against discrimination

• Article 19 as a tool – awareness on CRPD

• Disabled Refugees Welcome – migration and

disability



We have a common struggle!



Housing –

An issue of class and money



Housing as a right!

• Problems we face:

• Housing seen as a commodity!

• Many homeless!

• Housing markets are sky-high!

• Decrease in social housing!

• Institutions: Segregation of disabled people



The UN Declaration on Human Rights

HOUSING A RIGHT SINCE 1948

• Article 25

1.Everyone has the right to a standard of living

adequate for the health and well-being of

himself and of his family, including food,

clothing, housing and medical care and

necessary social services, and the right to

security in the event of unemployment,

sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or

other lack of livelihood in circumstances

beyond his control.



THE UN COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL,

ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

General Comment # 4 – 1991

Adequate housing – to be interpreted widely;

General Comment #7 – on forced eveiction;

Contains freedoms: protection on forced eviction,

free from interference and the right to choose one’s

dwelling, where to live and where to move.

The right to equal and non-discriminatory access to

adequate housing.



Article 28 of CRPD - Adequate

Standard Of Living And Social

Protection

• 1. States Parties recognize the right of

persons with disabilities to an adequate

standard of living for themselves and their

families, including adequate food, clothing and

housing, and to the continuous improvement of

living conditions, and shall take appropriate

steps to safeguard and promote the realization

of this right without discrimination on the basis

of disability.



Article 19 of UN-CRPD:

Living independently and being included in the

community

States Parties to the present Convention recognize the equal

right of all persons with disabilities to live in the community,

with choices equal to others, and shall take effective and

appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment by persons

with disabilities of this right and their full inclusion and

participation in the community, including by ensuring that:

• a) Persons with disabilities have the opportunity to choose

their place of residence and where and with whom they live

on an equal basis with others and are not obliged to live in a

particular living arrangement;

• b) Persons with disabilities have access to a range of in-home,

residential and other community support services, including

personal assistance necessary to support living and inclusion

in the community, and to prevent isolation or segregation

from the community;

• c) Community services and facilities for the general population

are available on an equal basis to persons with disabilities and

are responsive to their needs.



General Comment no5 on living

independently and being included in

the community

-Definitions of:

• Independent Living

• Being included in the community

• Independent Living arrangements

• Personal Assistance

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodye

xternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CRPD/C/GC/5&L

ang=en



Some unfortunate stories



Barriers as per GC 5 of Article 19

• Denial of legal capacity

• Inadequate social services

• Lack in budgets for individual services as personal

assistance

• Existing insitutions

• Lack of DI plans

• Negative attitudes, stigma and stereotypes

• Misconceptions of IL



Barriers as per GC 5 of article 19

• Lack of available, acceptable, accessible, affordable

and adaptable services and facilities;

• Lack of monitoring mechanisms;

• Insufficient mainstreaming of disability;

• Inappropriate decentralization – services in one city

and not another!



Thank you!

Jamie Bolling

Jamie.bolling@independentliving.org


